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While we’ve struggled in past years 

to get traction in getting relief for the 

fleet on the buyback loan, there 

appears to be some light at the end of 

the tunnel (and this time it isn’t an 

oncoming train!).  A coalition of 

fishing organizations from Oregon, 

Washington and California has come 

together and convinced lawmakers to 

submit legislation later this month to 

refinance the loan at the Treasury 

Bill rate (approximately 3.2%), with 

a 3% annual landings cap on the 

value of the catch and a 45 year term.  

This is markedly better than the 

6.95% interest and 5% cap on value 

of the catch that we currently have in 

place.   The legislation to refinance 

has strong support from both sides of 

the aisle and in both houses of 

congress.  Currently the plan is to 

refinance first, and then follow up 

with legislation to forgive the $5.5 

million of interest that accrued before 

repayment started in 2005.  For 

information on how you can show 

your support for the refinance contact 

the OTC office or Heather Mann at 

the MTC office at 541-272-4544.   

Buyback Loan refinance Legislation             

to be introduced in late May 
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EFH Proposals Due July 31st  
When the Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC) designated areas as 

Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) in 2005, did you lose some of your favorite fish-

ing grounds that maybe shouldn’t haven’t been closed to trawling?  If you 

think that an EFH area needs to be modified, there is an opportunity to do so 

this summer.  The EFH review committee will be reviewing proposals later 

this year, but first you have to have a proposal submitted to the PFMC office 

by the July 31st deadline.  If you’re interested in submitting a proposal you can 

find information on the OTC website or go straight to the PFMC’s link:                 

http://www.pcouncil.org/2013/05/25450/rfp-gf-efh-may2013/ 

On May 16, OTC Director Brad 

Pettinger and Commissioner Rex 

Leach were in central Oregon to 

review the Boat to School program 

at the Bend-LaPine school district.  

During their visit, they received a 

tour of the district’s facilities, ate a 

lunch of Oregon pink shrimp alfredo 

and then gave presentations to 3 

different classrooms, educating the 

students about Oregon’s seafood 

industry.  The Bend-LaPine school 

district with 17,000 students, is the 

first public school system to take 

advantage of state legislation passed 

in 2011 and fully integrate Oregon 

seafood products into their meal 

program.  Oregon House Bill 2800, 

directed the Department of 

Education to award grants to school 

districts for reimbursement of costs 

incurred in purchasing Oregon food 

products.    

Boat to School Program 

 

Sam Adams Partners 

with Oregon Shrimp            
Do you like beer?        

Oregon pink shrimp?  

Well, you’re in luck.  

Beginning in June, Sam 

Adams will be running a 

special regional promo-

tion at select markets on 

the west coast where a 

purchase of a 12 pack of 

Sam Adams beer will get 

you $2 off of a $5 pur-

chase (in store) or $5 off 

of a $10 purchase (mail 

in coupon) of Oregon 

pink shrimp.  What could 

be better than to drink 

and eat sustainably! 

Oregon Pink Shrimp 

Fishery Recertified 
You might have missed 

it, but the Oregon pink 

shrimp fishery was recer-

tified to the Marine Stew-

ardship Council‘s stand-

ard on February 7th.  The 

re-certification keeps Or-

egon’s shrimp well posi-

tioned to continue access-

ing the European market, 

where almost 50% of our 

shrimp is now exported 

to.   Thanks go largely to 

ODFW staff.  Their rela-

tionship with the fleet in 

the way they manage the 

fishery, greatly simplified 

the certification process.   

http://www.pcouncil.org/2013/05/25450/rfp-gf-efh-may2013/
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Shrimp 
How good has the shrimp fishery been the last few 

years?  Well, once Oregon’s landings reach 38.2 

million pounds of shrimp this year; it’ll be the best 

3 consecutive years in the history of the fishery.  If 

early reports are believed, there is a high likelihood 

of that occurring, as production has been excellent 

this year.  Even though fishing didn’t begin until 

mid-month, landings still exceeded 3.3 million 

pounds for April.  Prices started out similar to 

where they ended last year and are likely to remain 

stable, as the Canadian shrimp prices were recently 

settled the same as they ended in 2012.  
 

Groundfish 
Landings in Oregon started slow at the beginning of 

the year, due to a delayed crab season, but they have 

since heated up.  Through April, Oregon’s landing 

are up 35% over 2012 and while prices on Sablefish 

(currency drop) and Petrale (doubling of quota) are 

down, prices overall are tracking similar to last 

season for the rest of the species.  What happens 

now that shrimp season has started remains to be 

seen, but the fleet’s work on improving halibut 

excluders means that there might be more 

opportunity on the shelf for those fishermen who 

aren’t participating in the shrimp fishery.  

 

Whiting 

A 50% increase in the 2013 whiting quota was great 

news for the whiting fleet.  Additional survey work 

done last year by NMFS showed a much more 

promising outlook than what was seen in the 2011 

survey.  So far, the big unknown is the price, but 

gone are the old days of $.03 to $.05/lb product, as 

whiting has really come into its own since 

rationalization, with prices well over a dime per 

pound the last 2 years.   

Trawl Fisheries Update 
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Fishermen Scheduled to Pay More 

of Observer Costs in 2014 
Expect a decrease in the reimbursement that NMFS 

provides for observer coverage in 2014. Earlier this 

year, NMFS staff indicated that the reimbursement 

for 2014 is likely to be less than half of what it is this 

year ($256), if that.  This development highlights the 

fact that the fleet needs a cost effective alternative, 

such as electronic monitoring, to keep costs in check.   

Stock Assessment Webinar    

set for May 28th 
The Northwest Fisheries Science Center will hold a 

Pre-Assessment Workshop webinar to provide an 

overview of the data sources, data trends and 

population models that will be used in the upcoming 

stock assessments for rougheye rockfish, aurora 

rockfish, shortspine thornyhead, and longspine 

thornyhead.   Interested fishermen are encouraged to 

participate.  The webinar will be held on Tuesday, 

May 28, from 1-4pm, and there are listening posts 

located at: 

Newport-Englund Marine meeting room 

Newport-NMFS Barry Fisher Bldg,  Conf.  Rm. 101 

Charleston-Charleston RV Park meeting room. 

For more information, visit the OTC website or visit: 

http://www.pcouncil.org/2013/04/25379/nwfsc-pre-

assessment-workshop-webinar-meeting-

announcement/ 

PFMC Meeting June 20-25 
The Pacific Council meets June 20-25th in Garden 

Grove, California.  Groundfish agenda items in-

clude trawl trailing amendments, stock assessments, 

and harvest control rules.  For more information 

visit the Council’s website at http://pcouncil.org   

http://www.pcouncil.org/2013/04/25379/nwfsc-pre-assessment-workshop-webinar-meeting-announcement/
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