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Oregon Fishing Industry Has Banner Year 
On the 

charts 

MSC Certification 

for Groundfish  
It’s been a long road, but 

the draft assessment 

report for the MSC 

certification of 13 species 

in the trawl groundfish 

fishery was posted on 

Dec. 19. The initial 

comment period will 

close on Jan. 27, followed 

by another (15 working 

day) comment period. 

Barring an objection 

being filed, the fishery 

should be certified 

sometime in late 

February/mid-March.  

OTC turns 50 
We’re celebrating our 

50th anniversary!  A 

majority vote of the 67 

trawl producers in 1963 

resulted in the formation 

of the Otter Trawl 

Commission.  The first 

meeting was held October 

23, 1963 in Astoria.  

Governor Mark Hatfield 

appointed 7 

commissioners.  They 

were: Arthur Paquet, 

Allard Conger, James 

Parker, Clifford Hall, 

William Hunter, Jr., 

Melvin Carlson and 

Harold Gramson. 

Most of Oregon’s fisheries experienced good prices and high landings 

this past year.  Prior to the crab season opening, Oregon landings 

approached 340 million pounds, worth over $152 million in value.   

Progress made on buyback refinancing 
Much headway was made in the efforts to refinance the buyback loan.  

Legislation to lower the interest rate and cap the payback at 3% of the landed 

value was introduced with bi-partisan support in the House as HR2646 and in 

the Senate as S.1275. Unfortunately, the government shutdown in October 

delayed progress on the legislation until next year. This was unfortunate as 

NMFS has published the final rule to charge the shoreside trawl groundfish 

fishery a cost recovery fee of 3%. Efforts by industry representatives to delay 

the implementation of cost recovery until the buyback loan was refinanced 

were unsuccessful.  

Shrimp 
Oregon’s shrimp fishery continued its run of outstanding seasons, as landings 

exceeded 47 million pounds for the third consecutive year. This year’s total of 

47,628,780 pounds is even more surprising, given that five months of plant 

production was lost when the Pacific Coast’s facility in Warrenton burned 

down in early June. The three-year running total of 145.1 million pounds 

during 2011-13, easily beats the old cumulative record of 135.6 million set in 

1987-89. This is the tenth time that  the 40 million pound threshold has been 

exceeded in the  57 year history of the fishery.  

Traditional Groundfish 

Traditional GroundfishWhile sablefish landings were down due to a quota 

reduction, Petrale sole was a bright spot, with landings nearly double of 2012. 

Coast-wide landings in the trawl IFQ groundfish fishery are up about 4% over 

last year, totaling in excess of 43 million pounds. Prices were generally stable, 

but the sablefish market is still depressed, largely as a result in the devaluation 

in the Yen to the US dollar. For the near future, we’re not likely to see any 

sizeable increases in the fishery’s landings, as management changes needed to 

make the fishery more efficient have been slowed due to the Pacific Dawn 

Whiting lawsuit, the federal shutdown in October and NMFS’s lack of 

resources to get the job done in a timely manner.  

Whiting 
It’s been another good year for the Whiting fishery.  Oregon’s whiting fleet 

landed a record 167.4 million pounds of product in 2013, worth nearly $20 

million. Those landings accounted for almost 78% of the west coast’s 

shoreside sector total. With the main body of fish centered off of the state, 

Oregon’s fleet experienced consistently good fishing for most of the year. The 

old record of 162.8 million pounds, worth $6.8 million, was set in 1997.  
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Apply now for OTC scholarships 
Are your children going to college next year?  If so, 

the OTC provides two $500 scholarships to Oregon 

residents who are dependents of licensed Oregon 

trawl fishermen or crew.   

Students who are interested in applying in 2014 

should reference the Oregon Student Assistance 

Commission Scholarship Guide or visit their website 

at: http://www.oregonstudentaid.gov/

scholarships.aspx    
 

Applications are due by March 1, 5 p.m. PST.  

EFH Review Process Continues 
At their November meeting, the Council agreed that 

there was sufficient new information to move into 

Phase 3 of the EFH review process.  At their March 

meeting, the Council will review the EFHRC Phase 

2 report and an evaluation of the current EFH areas 

being done by the Southwest Fisheries Science 

Center and the Northwest Fisheries Science Center, 

to answer the question “is the current EFH 

designation working?”  This material will help the 

Council in their decision making to develop a 

schedule to formally scope issues for a fishery 

management plan amendment.  

Quota trading deadline near 
Earlier this fall, the NMFS published the Program 

Improvement and Enhancement Rule (PIE 2). 

Included in the new rules is the extension of the final 

date where quota pounds may be transferred,.  Quota 

pounds can now be traded up to and including Dec. 

31.  Also, beginning January 1st, quota shares in the 

IFQ trawl fishery can be bought and sold, except for 

widow rockfish.  The Council is in the process of 

revisiting the reallocation Widow Rockfish , since it 

was declared rebuilt in 2011.   

Upcoming Council Meeting  
 The next Pacific Fishery Management Council meet-

ing will be  March 8-13, in Sacramento, California.  

Groundfish agenda items include EFH Phase 2 Re-

port and Guidance, Inseason Adjustments, Trawl 

Trailing Actions, and 2015-16 Biennial Spex and 

Management Measures.  For more information visit 

the Council’s website at http://pcouncil.org  

Merry Christmas and 

best wishes to all of you 

this Holiday Season.   

Electronic Monitoring Update 
At the November Council meeting in Costa Mesa, 

California, the Council adopted for further analysis a 

range of alternatives for electronic monitoring (EM) 

of the West Coast groundfish trawl catch share pro-

gram. It will consider draft Exempted Fishing Permit 

(EFP) applications submitted for the purpose of al-

lowing the use of EM in place of observers for vessels 

participating in the trawl rationalization program at 

the April Council meeting in Vancouver.  So far, EFP 

applications are being submitted for both the whiting 

(MTC) and the bottom trawl fisheries (FMA).   

http://pcouncil.org

